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Song:  Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
 

Monday, August 21, “What’s more important?”  Read Romans 16:17-23 
Romans 16:17 says, “I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. For such 
persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery 
they deceive the hearts of the naive.”  So is it love or truth? Is it purity or unity? Is it doctrinal 
faithfulness or loving tolerance? Some people emphasize one and some the other. Do we 
“lovingly tolerate” people who are completely off-base about God. The “god” they know is totally 
different than the God who reveals Himself in scripture. Those holding unity at any cost 
emphasize our “love” for people and tend to forsake any emphasis on correction or rebuking 
those in doctrinal error. Those holding to doctrinal purity naturally emphasize black and white 
truth and tend to be cold and sterile, offending others and neglecting personal relationships. 
There are those who emphasize doctrinal purity, and there are those that emphasize relational 
unity. Do they really oppose each other? Do we really have to pick one over the other? Can’t it 
be both? Can’t you love truth and love people? John Piper poses a great question: “Can you 
really love people if you don’t love truth. How can you do what is ultimately good for people 
(love) if you don’t have any strong convictions about what is ultimately good?” 

 Do you feel you lean heavier on the “truth” (doctrine) side or the “love” (unity) side? 

 What can we do to stay biblically balanced (love truth and love people)? 

 Memory Verse: Romans 16:20 

 Prayer:  Father, help me to let genuine love flow out of the uncompromised truth of 
scripture”. 
 

Tuesday, August 22, “Defeated, disabled, destroyed!”    Read Romans 16:17-23 
Romans 16:20 says, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” Sometimes in order to have peace, you must crush the aggressor. 
Peace and crush don’t usually end up in the same sentence. But the co-existing acts of bringing 
peace and crushing the “evil enemy” are not contradictory, especially when it comes to Christ 
the Sovereign King. There is a divine “peace through strength”, especially when the strength 
represents His goodness and truth! Paul expresses a confidence in the fulfillment of the promise 
that goes all the way back to Genesis 3:15 where God tells Eve, “your offspring will crush the 
serpent’s head, yet He will shall bruise his heel doing it.” Here Paul writes, “The God of peace will 
soon…” With certainty this will happen. God’s purposes will not be thwarted. Paul expresses a 
confident expectation in the final defeat of Satan and God will carry out this victorious work in 
the near future. Let me remind you that, Satan has already been defeated by the work of Jesus 
on the cross and the power of sin has been broken. Satan is now disabled by the resurrection 

MEMORY VERSE:  Romans 16:20 
The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  The grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 



power in us to overcome the practice of sin. And Satan will be finally and utterly destroyed so 
that the very presence of sin will be gone from us once and for all! Truth will reign, Satan will be 
crushed, God’s people will not fall prey to false teachers, and it’s all because of the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 Why does Paul bring up the fact at this point that Satan will be crushed by God? 

 When it comes to temptation of sin, why is it important for God to remind us of Satan’s 
imminent destruction? 

 Memory Verse: Romans 16:20 

 Prayer:  Father, thank You that Satan is defeated and You have given Your people grace in 
Christ. 

 
Wednesday, August 23, “The “sin” Crusher”   Read Hebrews 2:14 

Let’s compare Romans 6:20 to Hebrews 2:14 that says, “Since therefore the children share in flesh 
and blood, He (Jesus) Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death He might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through 
fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” Are you worried about being deceived? Are you 
worried about being a slave to sin? Are you worried about death? There are some pretty 
awesome promises that bring peace to our hearts and minds in scripture!  First, death has been 
abolished. 2 Timothy 2:10 says, “Jesus abolished death” through the Gospel. If you’re a child of 
God, then death has been made powerless over you. Ultimately it can’t hurt you anymore. 
Secondly, just as Romans 16 says, Satan loses! He can no longer use death as his tool. Can you 
see that in Hebrews 2:14? Jesus, through His own death destroys the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, and He delivers all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery.” So, death and sin and deception will ultimately be disarmed & defeated. This 
points to our future in becoming like Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:55 says “Death is swallowed up in 
victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” Satan is defeated, death 
is defeated, sin is defeated…and Jesus reigns! 

 According to Hebrews 2:14, who has the power of death? So then, who has the power over 
death? 

 How did Jesus use death to destroy death and Satan? 

 Memory Verse: Romans 16:20 

 Prayer: Father, help me to walk in the victory over sin that Jesus accomplished for me.  
 
Thursday, August 24, “The tactics of a loser.”     Read 1 John 3:7-9 
1 John 3:8 says, “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been 
sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the 
devil.” Have you ever watched a football game where one team is way ahead of the other as the 
final seconds tick down on the clock? With no hope of victory, the losers resort to cheap shots, 
baiting the winning players into a brawl in an attempt to somehow take them down. These are 
the tactics of a losing team. The Bible makes it clear that Satan’s bait, hook, line, and sinker are 
all the work of a defeated being, one who has already lost and desires to take down anyone he 
can. Jesus was not only victorious over the temptation of Satan; He also defeated him through 
His life, death, and resurrection. Satan has been defeated, but he has not yet been destroyed. So 



he tries to deceive with false teachings and lies about Jesus and His work. He tempts with fleshly 
pleasures and attitudes distracting us from the real satisfaction found in Christ. When tempted, 
we have a choice to take the bait or to turn to the One who conquered sin and death: “The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.” The next time you are 
tempted, don’t take the bait of a defeated being. Instead, surrender the temptation to the risen 
Christ who will deliver you from the deception of sin and destruction and crush Satan 
underneath your feet. By His grace, He has made you victorious in the arena where it counts for 
eternity. 
 According to 1 John 3:8 what is one reason Jesus the Son of God appeared on earth? 

 When a person is in the habitual practice of sinning who is he of? 

 Memory Verse: Romans 16:20 

 Prayer:  Father, thank You that Satan is defeated and You have given Your people grace in 
Christ. 
 

Friday, August 25, “Paul was a team player.”   Read Romans 16:17-23 
Revelation 12:10, 11 says, “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and 
the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for (Satan) the 
accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 
And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 
they loved not their lives even unto death.” Did you notice in these verses that Satan has been 
thrown down? He is the deceiver and accuser and yet before God he is defeated. Conquer 
means, to overcome to prevail, to get the victory. It's used to speak of Jesus being victorious over 
his foes. In Romans 16:20 Paul tells Christians to hold fast to their faith because Satan will be 
destroyed. Victory has happened, is happening and will happen. Jesus wins “Therefore submit to 
God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” Faith in Jesus and His victorious work brings us 
victory over Satan. “They have conquered Satan by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of 
their testimony.” What does this mean? In the precious blood of Jesus and with the testimony of 
His saving grace, we have a mighty weapon to wield against Satan.  Finally, “they were not afraid 
to die” (v. 11). You cannot truly kill someone who has already been crucified with 
Christ.  “Rejoice, O heavens!” (Revelation 12:12). Our enemy is crushed in defeat! 

 Where does this event in Revelation 12 take place? 

 Even though Satan knows he is defeated and will be destroyed, what tactic does he use to 
come against God’s people in Revelation 12? 

 Memory Verse: Romans 16:20 

 Prayer: Father, thank You for showing us Satan’s doom and Your great victory! Thank You for 
securing my hope through Your own son. 
 

Saturday, August 26 – Read Romans 16:25-27 
Review memory verse. 
Prayer:  Father, make us ready to hear your Word. Reveal your truth to our hearts. Give us grace 
to listen and obey. Bind the enemy of our souls and fill us with Your Holy Spirit. Give us joy as we 
meet with your people for doctrine, prayer, and worship.  


